UP landowners recognized for their forest stewardship efforts 

By Rexx Janowiak, Group Manager, Green Timber Tree Farm Group

John and Kristine Niemela of Wakefield were awarded the 2010 Upper Peninsula Tree Farmer of the Year award.  The 2008 UP Tree Farmer was Dennis Myllyla (also a Green Timber Tree Farm Group Member), of Baraga County.  He went on to become the 2009 Michigan Tree Farmer of the Year.
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The American Tree Farm System (ATFS) is a non-profit organization founded in 1944 to promote sustainable forestry on private lands.  It is the largest and most recognized organization representing the interests of private forestland owners in the country.  Approximately 60,000 landowners covering over 26 million acres belong to ATFS nationwide.  In addition to being among the list of ATFS landowners, Niemela and Mylylla are members of a third-party certified group affiliated with ATFS, the Green Timber Tree Farm Group.   This group is made up of landowners who have chosen to use Green Timber Consulting Foresters, Inc. (GTCF) to aid in the management of their forestland.  Rexx Janowiak, Green Timber Tree Farm Group manager and consulting forester with GTCF says, “Our group members are committed to sustainable forest management and responsible environmental stewardship.  You don’t have to own thousands of acres or manage a pine plantation to become a member; you just have to care about your land”.   For land to become a certified tree farm (aka certified family forest), the landowners must have a detailed management plan for their property and adhere to strict environmental standards.  The Green Timber Tree Farm Group undergoes annual third-party audits to ensure all management standards are followed.   Participating ATFS properties often display a green and white, diamond-shaped tree farm sign somewhere on the property.  

When Niemela was told he was being honored for his commitment to responsible forest management, his response was, “I’m just doing what I love to do”.  The 320-acre Gogebic County property was acquired through lifetime family friend and respected woodsman, Ron Lake about 25 years ago.  Niemela said, “Ron encouraged me to get involved with Tree Farm years ago and I finally did”.  The Niemela family has utilized many of the property’s resources, but has also given back to the land.   The family enjoys hunting on the property and has enhanced the wildlife habitat through the construction of food plots and ponds.  A timber sale was recently conducted on the property, which will increase the forest’s health, productivity and species diversity.   Money from the timber sale was used to build a new camp in memory of Ron Lake. John hired his brother and nephews, Gary, Josh and Luke Niemela of Skandia Truss to administer the project.  When it was time to put up the building, over 30 family and friends were there to help.  John milled some of the trees from the property to use as trim for the camp.  The family also gets firewood from the property, enjoys hunting morel mushrooms each spring, and this past year, maple syrup was made through the effort of family members spanning three generations.  John and Kris have shown their family the rich resources the land has to offer, but also demonstrate the importance of sustainability and giving back.   Examples of this include the planting of hemlock trees following the recent timber sale in open areas to encourage species diversity and wildlife habitat.  The Niemela’s have also welcomed graduate students from Michigan Tech to conduct some of their research on the Niemela Family Forest.

Dennis Myllyla, of the Myllyla Tree Farm located in Baraga and Houghton counties received the 2009 State of Michigan Tree Farmer of the Year award as a result of the sustainable timber management and conservation efforts conducted on his property along with his role in the discovery of an ancient buried forest. The buried forest was discovered while a pond was being constructed near his house.  Dennis contacted Green Timber Consulting Foresters, Inc. (GTCF) and Michigan Technological University (MTU) so they would have a chance to examine the logs before the pond was flooded.  MTU took log samples from the site and is in the process of acquiring funding for research to determine the species and age of the buried logs.  It is estimated that the logs may be more than 10,000 years old.

Dennis has also been actively managing his timber resources.  During the fall of 2007 he had a Forest Stewardship Plan drafted for his property by GTCF. In accordance with the plan and with the help of GTCF a timber sale was set up and harvested during the winter of 2008.  The harvest was aimed at utilizing the mature timber that was present on the Myllyla property while enhancing the properties wildlife habitat and naturally regenerating the forest.  Site visits following the timber sale have confirmed that the harvested stands are regenerating very well with thick aspen root suckers which are providing cover and food for many species of wildlife.  Future timber sales are prescribed in the Myllyla Forest Stewardship Plan which he is eager to carry out.

Through their farming and forest management practices, Dennis and his family have been involved in conservation for many years.  The Myllyla family has always, and will continue to look for ways to conserve wildlife and the property they own.

For more information of the Green Timber Tree Farm Group visit their website at www.greentimberforestry.com.  More information on the American Tree Farm System can be obtained through their website at www.treefarmsystem.org. 







